








ROBERT F, JONES 


Sermon on page five. 


Texas churches served by Dr. Jones are shown here: 

Coleman, upper right; Harlingen, below. The First 

church, Fort Worth, where he now ministers, is 
shown at the lower right. 
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Letters to the Editors R 





Will More or Fewer Missionaries Stop War? 





Asks for Realism 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

It is with increasing amazement and 
disappointment that many Presbyterians 
have both read in church publications and 
heard from the pulpit in churches and in 
meetings of presbyteries and synods the 
statement that had we Presbyterians in 
the past sent more missionaries to Japan, 
the role Japan played in World War II 
would not have come into being. Evi- 
dently the idea is that Japan waged war 
against the Western powers because she 
Was a pagan nation. 

In the first place this is a historically 
incorrect assumption unless we also admit 
that one or both of the nations involved 
were pagan at the time of: (1) the Ameri- 
can Revolutionary War, (2) the War of 
1812 (U. S. A. and England), (3) the War 
between the States, (4) the forces in 
World War I, and other wars between 
Western nations in the past, 

Or possibly the emphasis is placed upon 
aggressor nations resulting from pagan- 
ism. If this be true what light is thus 
thrown upon England in her taking Hong- 
kong by force of arms from the Chinese; 
Burma; the Malay States; India; Egypt; 
to mention only a few of her past con- 
quests? It should be noted that she still 
retains sovereignty over the Malay States 
and Hongkong. In what light are we to 
view Presbyterian Holland in her present 
aggression against the national sover- 
eignty of Indonesia; and France’s war of 
aggression and aggrandizement against 
the Indo-Chinese who, in common with 
the Indonesians, are fighting for their 
liberty and national sovereignty? 

Even forgetting past and contemporary 
history which is contrary to the afore- 
mentioned statement, would any given 
number of missionaries to Japan in the 
past have given her: (1) more raw pro- 
ducts for her growing industries, (2) more 
markets for her manufactured goods upon 
which her national economy and standard 
of living depended, (3) more land for her 
people; (4) would they have satisfied her 
racial and national pride which was 
wounded by the encroachment of Western 
industrialism? Or, lacking these, was it 
supposed to be the purpose of the mission- 
aries to make Japan contented with the 
enforced role of a third-rate nation and 
to stifle a growing nationalism and in- 
dustrialism she learned from Western 
Christian nations? In other words, is it 
the object of Christianity or Christian 
missions to serve as an opiate to the back- 
ward people of Asia? Is it the purpose of 
missionary endeavor to protect American 
sovereignty and American international 
business? 

Is there any reason why our support of 
missions can’t be solely for the purpose 
of the salvation of non-Christian people 
to the glory of Christ, who died for all 
men? Let us put missionary emphasis 
where it should be, and that is upon our 
moral obligation to be obedient to the 
“Great Commission” of our Risen Lord . 


CHARLES A. SHELDON. 
Shreveport, La. 


@®EDITORS’ NOTE—Accompanying Mr. 
Sheldon’s letter is a clipping from a paper 
recently distributed by a church agency 
saying: “Repeatedly we have heard those 
who know the Orient say that if we had 
been willing to spend a few hundred thou- 
sands to make it possible to Christianize 
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Japan a few years ago, there might have 
been no war with Japan... .” 


Quotes Confession of Faith 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Answering Mr. Charles Sharp’s question 
in your issue of January 24 on non-regis- 
tration for military service, conscientious 
objection, etc., may I suggest that he read 
Chapter XXV of The Confession of Faith 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States? 

There he will see that Presbyterians be- 
lieve our civil leaders have the authority 
to arm us with “the power of the sword, 
for the defense and encouragement of 
them that are good, and for the punish- 
ment of evildoers.” 

Jesus was sent on earth to teach that 
men should live as brothers and to be free 
from fear, So far all men have not learned 
this. Wouldn’t one think God needs us 
to help him spread those teachings? And 
in spreading those teachings we have to 
use the instruments most understood by 
men? 

A true Christian in the uniform of his 
country is inspired, I think. The light 
that can be spread by a good soldier is 
wondrous to behold. 

As a draftee in the war just concluded, 
I certainly was not hurt by the experi- 
ences gained. In fact, my faith in God 
was greatly enlarged. 

PAUL E. MORROW, Jr. 

Burlington, N. C. 


@®EDITORS’ NOTE—The Confession of 
Faith provides that the Christian “may 
lawfully, under the New Testament, wage 
war upon just and necessary occasions.” 
It also declares that “God alone is Lord 
of the conscience, and hath left it free 
from the commandments of men which 
are in anything contrary to his word... .” 
As to what is or is not “contrary to his 
word,” this rests, in the final analysis, 
upon “the inward work of the Holy Spirit, 
bearing witness by and with the word in 
our hearts.” 


Caesar or Christ? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

A tense and silent throng of us had sat 
through a service in which we had lis- 
tened to a survivor of Hiroshima tell of 
the most horrible experience any human 
being this side of hell has ever known. 
And then I came home to read my mail. 
Here was a letter from a high school boy 
whose conscience troubled him and who 
was wondering if he ought to be a Con- 
scientious Objector when the draft gets 
him next month. A _ second letter was 
from a wheel-chair invalid whose father 
had taught her to seek the will of Jesus 
in everything and here she was sitting 
quietly by while boys and young men 
passed her window in a world that glori- 
fied war. And lo! there was a third letter 
from a young pastor who was being 
hounded from his pulpit because he had 
raised the question as to whether a Chris- 
tian ought always to say, “Right or 
wrong, my country!” 

Is there nothing definite we can do as 
the atom bombs are stockpiled and our 
wars, past and to come, drink up all but 
the last drops of our national income? 
“Must we kill and keep killing forever? 
Is Caesar the king or is Christ?” 

Surely most of us are opposed to whole- 





sale killing. My question is as to whether 
there are not those of us who would like 
to be more than mildly concerned. Might 
there not be a group who would counsel 
lovingly with conscientious objectors, who 
would risk a little scorn ourselves for the 
sake of helping the rare case among us 
who meets trouble for the sake of crying 
aloud in his pulpit in such a day as this? 
There are at least a few of us who shrink 
from the thought of Jesus as he is pic- 
tured in Life for February 7, 1949, in the 
act of blessing the killer. 

Is there not some fine brother among 
us who will speak out now in an endeavor 
to round up and rally the anti-war senti- 
ment that surely must exist and that 
could be made an effective force in this 
hour of desperate need? There are at 
least a few of us who would gladly re- 
spond. 

D. P. McGIPACHY, Sr. 

Clearwater, Fla. 


No Tie-In . 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In a recent issue of your paper (Jan. 31) 
you insinuated that Bob Jones University 
in organizing a special theological course 
in its school of religion had some connec- 
tion with a group of Southern Presby- 
terians. There is no basis whatever for 
such an inference. The board of trustees 
and the executive officers of Bob Jones 
University do not slip around and form 
secret alliances with any group. We do 
our work in the open... 


Greenville, S. C. BOB JONES. 


* EDITORS’ NOTE—Mr. Jones has evi- 
dently misread the item in question. 


Visitation Schedule 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

It has occurred to me that there might 
be ministers in areas adjacent to where 
we are having Visitation Evangelism Pro- 
grams, in addition to those who have al- 
ready expressed a desire to attend and 
participate, who might be interested in 
getting better acquainted with this 
method of Evangelism which is proving 
so helpful. So, for that purpose, I am 
mailing to you my schedule. 


Washington, D. C.—February 27-March 


Asheville Presbytery—March 6-10 

Kansas City, Mo.—March 13-17 

St. Louis, Mo.—March 20-23 

Synod of South Carolina (Synodwide) 
April 3-7. 


Atlanta, Ga. H. H. THOMPSON. 


Pharisee’s Prayer 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

... 400 copies of “The Prayer of a Mod- 
ern Pharisee” ... for Race Relations Sun- 
day? ...—RICHARD R. POTTER, Sumter, 
S. e. pa hai 

150 copies.—MRS. HERBERT H. HUGO, 
Chicago, Ill. 

300 copies.—Woman’s Society of Chris- 
tian Service, Southeastern Jurisdiction, 
Atlanta. 


Shmoo 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I want to congratulate you upon 
your issue of February 7... . Please send 
me 10 additional copies. I would like to 
see Dr. Foreman’s article, “Who's Shmoo?” 
issued in pamphlet form for large distri- 
bution among our youngsters; they would 
eat it up. The article by Dr. Hay on Still- 
man was very fine, as was the repetition 
of “The Prayer of a Modern Pharisee.”.. - 

T. HENRY PATTERSON. 
Greensboro, N. C. 
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Missions Committee 
Issues Statement on 


Situation in China 


Expresses ‘‘Deep Concern’’ but 
Sees New Challenge to Faith 


The church’s continuing duty in mis- 
sionary lands has not been relaxed be- 
cause of the political or military situa- 
tion, says the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions. In a statement issued 
at its February meeting in Nashville, 
the committee expressed its deep con- 
cern over recent developments in China 
but saw in them ‘“‘new challenge to the 
faith and the perserverance of the 
church.” 

The committee expressed its determi- 
nation to continue its service in China 
“as long as this can be done in fulfill- 
ment of the essential purposes for which 
the work exists, in keeping with the 
mandate of our Lord and of our church, 
and without compromise of those prin- 
ciples of faith and life for which we 
stand.” 

Assurance of admiration for the cour- 
age and loyalty of the missionaries was 
expressed. Their “witness in the midst 
of trial and difficulty,” the committee 
said, ‘“‘will prove abundantly fruitful.” 

It expressed its sympathy for those 
missionaries compelled to leave the mis- 
sion field and it assured ‘‘them of its 
prayer that the time may not be too 
long before they can take up their cho- 
sen work again.” 


To Chinese Christians 


Words of encouragement were also 
sent to the Chinese Christian commun- 
ity. The patience and endurance of this 
church, the committee said, has been a 
source of strength and encouragement to 
Christians everywhere. 

The church at home, said the com- 
mittee, should not be easily discouraged 
by these events. ‘‘The foundations that 
have been laid in China will not be bro- 
ken. The church in that country will 
survive the fury that has been released 
against it. Christianity represents the 
strongest core of resistance in China 
against the forces of injustice, oppres- 
sion and godlessness. The church has 
no armies or tanks with which to meet 
the onslaught of evil, but it can build 
within the human heart a citadel of 
truth and of faith against which all the 
furies of earth will not prevail. The 
wrath of man may persist for a time, but 
the last battle is God’s.”’ 


USA Laymen Plan Expansion 


Seek 80,000 New Members for Far-Reaching Program 


Presbyterian, USA, laymen, meeting 
under the leadership of their national 
council in Chicago, have set as a goal 
the enlistment of 80,000 new members 
to aid in their program as ‘‘a servant 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
UB &.” 

Charles J. Turck, former president of 
Centre College, now president of Mac- 
alester College, was re-elected president 
of the National Council. Dr. Turck is 
well known in both US and USA 
churches. (See, also, page 4.) 

These laymen heard that the church- 
related college is being “seriously un- 
dermined” by the competition of state 
and city institutions which are tax sup- 
ported. They also heard that the effec- 
tiveness of Christianity is being un- 
dermined by “ultra-denominationalism, 
discrimination, class consciousness, and 
isolation.” Religion, they were also 
told, is being further weakened by an 
over-dependence upon the clergy. 

In the first year this men’s organiza- 


The Week in Religion 





tion has issued 400 charters and there 
are now 1,200 groups in process of or- 
ganization. Of the 267 presbyteries, 
more than 200 are already organized 
in this men’s program. 





CHARLES J. TURCK 
Heads USA men. 


Communist-Church Conflict Grows 


Developments in Bulgaria and Ro- 
mania imply that Protestant churches 
as well as the Roman Catholic Church 
have been earmarked as enemies of the 
totalitarian order. 

The Mindszenty case in Hungary 
marked a climax in the struggle be- 
tween Communism and Catholicism in 
which Pope Pius XII has warned Catho- 
lics they must take a forthright stand. 
It was also a signpost in the political 
struggle between East and West. 

This conflict directly involves not only 
the Catholic Church in Communist 
countries, but also various Protestant 
Churches,, especially those with close 
links to church groups in the United 
States and other western democracies. 


Lutheran Leader Earlier 


Although much less influential than 
the Catholic Church in Hungary, the 
Lutheran Church in that country has 
also felt the impact of Communist intol- 
erance. In his opposition to church 
school nationalization and his refusal 
to compromise with the regime in Buda- 
pest, Cardinal Mindszenty had a kin- 
dred spirit in Bishop Lajos Ordass, head 
of the Lutheran Church. Months be- 
fore the Catholic Primate was brought 


to trial, the Lutheran bishop had been 
sent to prison for two years on charges 
of foreign currency manipulation. 

Cardinal Mindszenty and Bishop Or- 
dass had obviously been tagged as ob- 
stacles to agreements which the Buda- 
pest government hoped to make with 
their respective churches. The impri- 
sonment of Bishop Ordass, as it hap- 
pened, was followed by a church-state 
pact negotiated by more compromise- 
minded elements among the Lutheran 
higher clergy. 

However, there is still no indication 
that Cardinal Mindszenty’s fellow pre- 
lates will make peace with the govern- 
ment except on the terms stipulated by 
the cardinal before his arrest but re- 
jected by the Budapest authorities. 


Fifteen Protestants 


Meanwhile, the hard pattern of Com- 
munist repression set in Hungary is be- 
ing repeated in Bulgaria, where 15 
members of the Supreme Council of Uni- 
ted Evangelical Churches have been in- 
dicted on charges of engaging in espion- 
age activities with prominent Americans 
and Britons. 

That the pattern is being duplicated 
is all too obvious. As was reported in 








the case of Cardinal Mindszenty, the 
Bulgarian churchmen are said to have 
signed confessions of guilt. 

In the weeks preceding Cordinal 
Mindszenty’s trial, Hungarian authori- 
ties announced that groups of Hungar- 
ians, Catholics included , had written 
letters denouncing the primate as a 
traitor deserving of the severest pun- 
ishment. Now, in Bulgaria, the official 
organ of the Communist-controlled Fa- 
therland Front, Rabotnichesko Delo 
has reported that a group of Protes- 
tants in Plovdiv, South Bulgaria, has 
sent a telegram to Sofia condemning 
the “treacherous activity” of their spirit- 
ual leaders. 


Pattern of Resistance 


It has become clear that the Commun- 
ist governments in Eastern Europe are 
determined to restrict and hamper as 
much as possible any church group 
which is likely to threaten their plans 
for complete domination or which serves 
as a bridge between East and West. 

That the Bulgarian Protestant body 
represents a well-integrated and united 
source of potential opposition to anti- 
religious policies in Bulgaria was indi- 
cated last year by Paul Neff Garber, 
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bishop for the Methodist Church in the 
European area, who said, during a visit 
to Sofia, that Bulgario was the only 
country where he found ‘“‘complete unity 
among all Evangelical churches.” 

The bishop, who has denounced the 
charges against the Bulgarian church- 
men as “silly” and ‘a deliberate viola- 
tion of the religious freedom guaran- 
teed by the Bulgarian constitution,” is 
one of four prominent Protestant lead- 
ers with whom they are alleged to have 
established ‘“‘treasonable” contacts. 


World Council Statement 


Others are James Hutchison Cockburn 
and Robert Tobias, both officials of the 
World Council of Churches in Geneva. 
It is recalled that in 1947 the world 
council issued a report charging that 
government restrictions were ‘‘seriously 
impeding” that church in Bulgaria. The 
report said that among the “great diffi- 
culties” hampering a Christian revival 
were the exclusion of religious education 
and prayer from schools, confinement of 
Christian youth activities within church 
limits, and lack of paper for religious 
publications. 

Romania is another Iron Curtain 
country where the Communist policy to 


Bishop of the Ozarks 


The name of John Crockett is as fa- 
miliar to me as the name of Davy Crock- 
ett, his great-great-grandfather’s bro- 
ther, is familiar to every Texan. All 
my life it seems, I have heard of John 
Crockett——“The Bishop of the Ozarks,”’ 
and in more recent years [ have come to 
know him as a _ brother-minister and 
friend. 

When a son, whom they named John, 
was born to the Duncan Ross Crocketts 
in the manse of the Northern Presbyte- 
rian Church of Laclede, Mo., those Novia 
Scotia- born Presbyterians did not know, 
of course, that the Laclede soldier boy, 
John J. Pershing, who had just reached 
his majority, and their son, John, would 
both become nationally known, each in 
his own chosen field of service. 

When John Crockett was nine years 
of age, his father died, and at thirteen, 
the boy was out on his own to secure an 
education and to prepare himself for 
life. After. graduating from the Lees 
Summit High School, he worked his way 
through Westminster College, and then 
entered the Louisville Theological Semi- 
nary. He was licensed and ordained by 
Lafayette Presbytery, US, and supplied 
the Forsyth and Branson churches in 
the Missouri Ozarks before accepting the 
pastorate of the Longwood and Range 
Line churches. 

In 1914 he returned to Southwest Mis- 
souri as president of the School of the 
Ozarks, later resigning to accept a call 
to the Pleasant Hill Church. Service 
overseas with the Red Cross during 
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World War I; other pastorates in Mis- 
souri, Oklahoma, Texas and Tennessee; 
six fruitful years as an evangelist in 
the Ozarks, as the result of which he be- 
came affectionately known to thausands 
as “The Bishop of the Ozarks’; and a 
short term as president of Arkansas Col- 
lege, filled the intervening years. Now 
back in Batesville (Ark.), he is profes- 
sor of Bible, keeping his contacts with 
youth, which has always been the chief 
emphasis of his ministry. 


Do you know of any other man who 
through all the years e* his life has put 
one-half of his income into the educa- 
tion of young people? Do you know 
anyone who has assisted financially over 
eighty young persons to go through col- 
lege? Do you know any other Presby- 
terian clergyman who has had the joy 
of seeing 25 young men go into the min- 
istry from the churches that he has 
served? Do you know of any other un- 
married minister, or Roman’ Catholic 
priest, who has legally adopted two boys, 
giving them his own name by court ac- 
tion? All this, John Crockett has done 
since the days of his graduation from 
Louisville Seminary. That he is carry- 
ing on in this same wonderful ministry 
is shown by the fact that during the 
past year more than 200 young people 
have come to him for advice and gui- 
dance. 

The name of John Crockett is known 
and loved throughout the Ozarks and far 
beyond. 





render the churches as impotent as pos- 
sible is clearly evident. The government 
has published a new decree providing 
for far-reaching regulation of all church 
groups, ranging from control of their 
property and funds to supervision of 
their religious art. Among those af- 
fected by the decree are over a million 
Protestants, chiefly Lutherans, Baptists, 
Adventists, Reformed and Unitarians. 

Powers assumed by the government 
include the right to supervise and con- 
trol all religious cults, to approve the 
establishing of new communities and 
parishes, to know the names of all new 
personnel, and to exercise authority over 
all property and funds ‘‘of whatever na- 
ture or source.’”’ (RNS Feature.) 


Turck Scores Moral Indifference 


In his address as president of the 
National Council of Presbyterian Men 
(see page 3), Charles J. Turck, head of 
Macalester College, said that laymen are 
simply indifferent to community welfare. 
Men, he said, ‘‘do not care enough about 
man’s inhumanity to man. We do not 
care enough to look beyond the individ- 
ual to the group, beyond our family to 
the community.” 

It is not man’s reliance upon his in- 
telligence, upon science, upon psychol- 
ogy and psychiatry, he said, that has 
brought him to the present disorder. ‘“‘It 
has been greed of men organized into 
great and soulless nations that brought 
us into World War II, and it is the greed 
of other men in other nations, our own 
included, that defeats the peace.”’ 

Dr. Turck scored clergymen of all 
faiths “‘who claim that secularism and 
intellectualism are the major problems 
of the day.” Instead, he said, the clergy 
should be campaigning against “moral 
indifference,’ and the “flight from real- 
ity into another world’’ which are the 
real enemies of contemporary society. 


RADIO 





McCorkle to Preach 


In the current radio series being 
broadcast over a 70-station network as 
the Presbyterian 
Hour, Wm. H. Mc- 
Corkle, St. Louis, Mo., 
will be the fifth 
preacher. Dr. McCor- 
kle, who is pastor of 
Westminster church, 
and a former chap- 
lain, will speak on 
“Decision for Christ 
as Partner in Busi- 
ness.” This program 
is broadcast at 8:30 





\Dr. McCorkle 
A. M. (EST), and 7:30 (CST) on Sun- 
day, March 6. 


Following Dr. McCor*le, on the next 
Sunday, will be Royce K. McDonald, 
pastor at Berryville, Va. 
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God’s Presence in the Commonplaces of Life 


The earth is the Lord’s, and the ful- 
ness thereof; the world and they that 
dwell therein.—Psalm 24:1. 


r HE OTHER DAY one man, who 
had worked with a pump which 
had been out of order for half 

a day, turned to two of his friends and 
said in fun, “Is there such a thing as a 
“profane” dictionary and a “sacred’’ 
dictionary?’”’ If so, he intimated, he 
wanted to borrow the ‘profane’ one 
to look up a word that would be ex- 
pressive enough to describe his feelings 
about that pump. 

Well, of course, neither language nor 
life can be divided into the sacred and 
the profane. And if we ever thought 
so then David’s psalm is proof enough 
itis not true. ‘“‘The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof; the world and 
they that dwell therein.’’ Here is David 
in the twenty-fourth Psalm, almost three 
thousand years ago, dealing with this 
problem. It is part of a processional 
hymn celebrating Jehovah’s entrance 
into the Temple. The procession is 
climbing a steep, and as it journeys it 
sweetly sings of God who is the Uni- 
versal King. The whole round world 
is one and it is God’s. There is no ban 
on the face of the commonplaces of life. 
There is no commonplace here with the 
sacred standing over there. The only 
one who ever profits by an idea like that 
is the devil, and when he finds such a 
person he jumps up and down in glee 
and cracks his hoofs together and 
strokes the fur at the end of his tail 
in ecstacy, as Dr. Scherer puts it. But 
not David. No, David views all things in 
God and God in all things. God was 
not someone who could be put off on 
the shelf to gather dust. He had pointed 
things to say not only about the way 
we sing the Doxology but also about the 
way we live the rest of the week. We 
would never draw a line and stay behind 
it. He never takes it for granted that 
“business is business’? or that ‘‘politics 
is politics.” David was perfectly sure 
that the Christian never moved into an 
experience where he is beyond the reach 
of religion’s demands. ‘‘The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fulness thereof; the 
world and they that dwell therein.’’ He 
could not despise the presence of God 
in the commonplaces of life. 

Let us examine that idea for a mo- 
ment, for here he meets our twentieth- 
century minds squarely. 


All Life Under God's Judgment 


See first, then, that the whole world 
stands under the judgment of God and 
must meet his testing. The mark of 
God is on all of life. He has a close 
relation to all our days. Nothing—no 
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part of life—-is exempt from his judg- 
ment. 

“It is the secularist, whose life ap- 
proaches the paganism of our day, who 
wants to break life into bits and throw 
most of the bits away.” It is he who 
assumes that religion, if it has to do 
with anything, has to do with a realm 
quite apart from the world where he 
works or goes to school, from the plow- 
ing of fields, the building of airplanes, 
the making of money; it has little to do 
with market quotations, stocks and 
bonds, brick, cement, lumber, paint. One 
does not wonder that life itself rebels 
at being cut open and chopped up like 
that while it is still alive. 

The teachings of Jesus are full of 
such practical matters as money and 
business. He was no other-worldly 
dreamer who knew nothing about this 
world’s affairs. He knows too much 
about them for our comfort. He can 
tell where the sin of greed and covetous- 
ness finds us. He is not a believer in 
the separateness of what the Pharisee 
does in the Temple and what he does in 
his dealings with his parents, the wi- 
dows and homeless. A man once said 
that he was not too troubled by the 
teachings of Jesus which he could not 
understand, but by those which he could 
understand. 

But with all this we still fail to see 
the connection between the secular side 
of life and the spiritual. By doing so 
we do not overvalue the secular, we 
undervalue it. We undervalue it by as- 
suming that it has no connection with 
God or faith in him—that somehow 
they are outside and different. We 
think we can run after them from Mon- 
day until Saturday until we are red in 
the face, then come back to the Sunday 
morning service and be altogether on a 
higher plane with the first bar of the 
prelude. And to turn it around, the 
grim words we use on Sunday have lit- 
tle relation to the cheerful confidence 
with which we go about our business for 


the rest of the week. If religion is 
really that, then it is no more than 
spraying stable yards with rose water 

. and we must save it from being 
that. 

It was not so with David. The wide 
round universe was one, and, with him 
it was God’s. There is no material with 
the spiritual standing over against it 
behind glass doors—saints and martyrs 
on one side about to get run over; 
playboys on the other side with every- 
one having a rare good time. No, noth- 
ing is exempt from his judgment. 

And never mind whether his estima- 
tion of our everyday life seems to make 
sense or not. Maybe it does not. When 
he says that a man’s soul is worth more 
than the whole world on God’s scales. 
that sounds ridiculous. It sounds 
ridiculous, but we had better start living 
by it for no other reason than that 
he said it. When he says that love 
will work and hate will not work, it is 
a silly jumble to me, especially out 
there in business where we are likely 
to be cheated out of everything we have, 
and yonder among the nations where 
loving anyone looks like suicide. But 
are you willing to take God’s word about 
it because it is God’s word? Or if some- 
one says we have no business forgiving 
seventy times seventy, it is all foolish- 
ness where we are concerned. But Da- 
vid, and Christ a long time after him, 
said that it was God’s concern that 
counted and his estimation that mat- 
tered, and he has a close relation to all 
of life. “The earth is the Lord’s’— 
all of it. 


God Offers Power 


This perhaps explains why religion 
to many of us is a formality instead of 
a power. 

Of American religion two things can 
be said. First, we are not pagans, ut- 
terly untouched by our religious heri- 
tage and the Christian way of life. Our 
long heritage as American Christians 
has become part and parcel of us. Sac- 
ond, on the whole, we are not antago- 
nistic to it. The Gallup Poll revealed 
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the fact that ninety-nine per cent of the 
American people claim to believe in God. 
That is not far from right for most of 
us. But while there are not many of us 
who are pagan in our ignorance of re- 
ligion, and atheistic in our attitude to- 
ward it, many of us, complacent toward 
it, fulfill the description one New Tes- 
tament writer gave: ‘‘Though they keep 
the form of religion they will have 
nothing to do with its force.’ 

Today on every hand this religion of 
formality confronts powerful move- 
ments. This nebulous Christianity con- 
fronts a real challenge that is bother- 
ing serious-minded folk. The anti- 
Christian attack has plunged the whole 
world into blood, sweat, and tears, and 
it is not a ceremonial observance but 
a power. What a force it is, massing 
millions around the world behind its 
anti-Christian philosophy of life. My 
friends, we cannot meet a force with a 
form. ; 

One of the saddest features of mod- 
ern churches is seen in men and women 
and young people like one member of 
a city church who came to his minister 
to say: “I have been a member of the 
church for twenty-five years. Why has 
nothing happened to me in all this 
time?” He knew about God. He be- 
lieved in the church, had been a servant 
of its institutions. But after twenty- 
five years it looked to him to be more 
and more a form because he had never 
gone deep enough to see that God was 
to mean something in daily living too. 

We need some conversions like that. 
Of course, first always, we want those 
who never have had a Lord for their 
life, who do not know now that God is 
the Lord of all their world, to confess 
him. But second, those who have for 


years believed in God and religion and 
observed its outward expressions can 
now suddenly make a great discovery: 
God can actually be translated into 
everyday life to help us overcome temp- 
tations, to give us courage in the face 
of desire to work for self instead of 
others. God is not simply a part of a 
creed; he is a Power—Power available 
to us, 


God Is All—And In All 


Knowing then that God is in the com- 
monplace—that this is his earth, that 
everything does not depend on us—it 
gives a man a strong piece of equip- 
ment—his faith, a defenseless confidence 
that under and over and around all 
things is God, the love and wisdom and 
power and abiding presence of God. 

“The earth is the Lord’s and the ful- 
ness thereof.” That was David’s way 
of putting it. The fulness of the earth 
means the earth is full of God. He made 
it full and keeps it full in spite of all 
we take from it. The sea is always 
full despite the clouds that rise from 
it. The air is full in spite of all we 
breathe from it. And it is all God’s. 

To David that was a word of encour- 
agement and promise. Everything did 
not depend on him. The earth is the 
Lord’s, not ours. The beginning of a 
long and difficult day is almost too much 
to face the first thing in the morning. 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy tells of a man 
who was told that to develop his charac- 
ter he ought to do at least one thing 
every day that he did not want to do. 
“TI do,” he replied. ‘I get up.” But the 
tasks for the day are dore one at a time. 
To the man who will begin, God wili ap- 
portion his power for the doing. When 
we ministers begin our work the thing 





that worries us most, I guess, is about 
a hundred sermons a year this year and 
every year of our life. Soon he learns 
it is a matter of one at a time, and God 
gives him more each day than he has 
time to say. The earth is the Lord’s 
and the tasks which the world demands 
of us are not too difficult for they come 
from him. The cure for much of our 
neurotic fearfulness which ruins our 
efforts is new realization that this is 
part of God’s world and our work is not 
our own alone. There is always a vic- 
tory for people who can leave their lives 
to God and stake all they have on his 
handling of them. Job did _ that: 
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
him!” Jesus did that: “Into his hands 
I commit my spirit!” Jt happened not 
too long ago to a man of whom I read. 
He had lost a brilliant and promising 
son who had been killed in a railroad 
accident. When the news came to him, 
he left in the first few moments of his 
grief to see the minister. He did not 
even ring the bell, but walked into the 
house, caught his minister roughly by 
the arm and cried, the tears not yet 
dry on his cheeks, ‘‘Tell me, sir, where 
was God when my son was killed?” In 
that terrible moment the other answer- 
ed, “Just where he was when his own 
son was killed.’’ Jesus could commit 
his life to the hands of God. Can we? 


God, our Father, forasmuch as Thou 
art a Loving God, keep us alive with 
Thee. May we remember through all 
the days how great Thou art, and of all 
that we count most certain made us to 
know but this one thing: that Thou 
are in earnest, bitterly in earnest, and 
that Thy will is forever good. 


Lenten Reading List 


select a limited list of books for 

Lenten reading. The books of the 
year are so rich, so varied, so rewarding, 
both new books and old books of the 
back from times gone by to bless us. 
Three principles have guided my choices. 
First, the list has been slanted toward 
layfolk, in the hope of getting more of 
our people to read religious books. To 
that end the books selected have been 
more practical than theoretical, simple 
and popular in style, having to do with 
the “know-how” in the spiritual life. 
Second, since Lent is not a funeral forty 
days long, but a time when we seek to 
clarify and deepen our religious living, 
making us not only devout but devoted, 
the books selected are of many kinds, to 
meet many needs, of people of many 
minds. The year has given us more 
fine anthologies than usual—one . of 
them the finest in our generation—but 
one can hardly imagine anyone using 
an anthology in Lenten time. Also, since 
religion is not entirely a matter or set- 
ting our inner life in order, books have 


T HAS BEEN extremely difficult to 


Selected by 
JOSEPH FORT NEWTON 


been added pointing to our obligation 
“to do something about it.” It need 
only be added that the books are ar- 
ranged in alphabetical order of authors 
and editors. I have had a grand time, 
but I am happy that my job is done. 

PERSONAL RELIGION, by Herbert C. 
Alleman. Muhlenberg Press, $1.75. Out 
of a life rich in vision and service, both 
in the mission field and in teaching, the 
author writes with fireside simplicity, 
in homey and intimate talks of the in- 
ner life and its growth; a fragrant book 
to clarify and deepen religious living. 

CHRISTIANITY AND COMMUNISM, 
by John C. Bennett, Association Press. 
$1.50. A keen, searching analysis of 
Christianity, and its world-competitor 
Communism, a study of two clashing 
world-movements, lucid, vivid, illumi- 
nating, by one of the finest of the 
younger theologians. 


I WOULD DO IT AGAIN, by F. E. 
Davison. Bethany Press. $2.00. One of 
the richest, wisest, happiest books on 
the work of a Christian minister, alike 
for its warm humanity, its heavenly vi- 
sion, and its consecrated common sense; 
full of faith, philosophy, and fun. It 
will make a layman green with envy to 
read it. 


THE ROAD TO REASON, by Lecomte 
du Nouy. Longmans, Green. $3.50. Like 
Human Destiny, last year, which made 
such a profound impression, these es- 
says are stiff reading, but richly reward- 
ing. At last a man of science tells us 
that science and mysticism are the two 
wings by which the human spirit fies 
—aye, soars, sees, sings. 


PROSPECTING FOR <A UNITED 
CHUROH, by Angus Dun. Harper. $1.50. 
First Hoover Lectures on Christian 
unity by the Bishop of Washington, re- 
vealing both unity and difference in 
American Church life. A book of real- 
istic idealism, lucid, wise, irenic, seek- 
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ing a synthesis of the Protestant ethic of 
grace and the Catholic ethic of holiness. 


THINKING CHRISTIANLY, by W. 
Burnet Easton, Jr. Macmillan. $2.50. 
The author thinks aloud, dodging no 
issue, daring to follow the vision of the 
Love of God in Jesus, setting forth his 
findings in a lithe and sinewy style. He 
holds that the Christian faith has the 
only important thing to say to mankind 
in its dire plight. 


THE AUDACITY OF FAITH, by Allan 
Hunter. Harper. $1.75. A radiant book 
of spiritual technology, showing how the 
arts, offices and skills of meditation, 
prayer, and listening may be used in 
our hurrying, noisy age. The chapter 
on “Training Attention” is invaluable; 
we cannot live the highest life at ran- 
dom. 


THE BRIDGE, A Personal Witness to 
the Love of God in a World of Evil. By 
Arthur Wentworth Hewitt. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury. $1.50. Looking unblink- 
ingly at the tangled sorrow, frustration 
and evil of the world, listening to ‘‘the 
still and sad music of humanity,’”’ this 
little book imparts the power to build 
a bridge of faith across abysses of fear, 
doubt, sorrow and death. It is electri- 
fying. 

A CALL TO WHAT IS VITAL, by Ru- 
fus Jones. Macmillan, $2.00. The last 
book by a teacher whom the London 
Times called ‘‘the greatest spiritual in- 
fluence in America,’ an exemplar and 
expounder of mystical religion; a sage, 
seer, and saint of the Society of Friends. 


MAHATMA GANDHI, An Interpreta- 
tion, by E. Stanley Jones, Abingdon- 
Cokesbury. $2.00. A famous missionary 
and evangelist, an intimate friend of 
Gandhi for many years, portrays the 
only spiritual world-figure who has 
crossed the earth in our generation. 


LINCOLN AND THE PREACHERS, 
by Edgar DeWitt Jones. Harper. $2.50. 
Full of new and interesting material 
about the preachers who influenced Lin- 
coln, and the preachers whom Lincoln 
influenced, by a preacher who can say, 
“T have lived with Lincoln’; a testi- 
mony to the spiritual influence of Lin- 
coln which continues and increases with 
the years. 


THINGS THAT MATTER, The Best 
of the Writings of the Late Bishop 
Brent. Edited, with biographical sketch, 
by Frederick W. Kates. Harper. $1.75. 
Prayers, meditations, intimate diaries of 
“Everybody’s Bishop,” as he was called; 
the inner life of a practical mystic, a 
wise executive, a prophet and pioneer 
of Christian unity; a book perfumed by 
the winds and flowers of heaven. 


THE BEST OF JOHN HENRY JOW- 
ETT, edited by Gerald Kennedy. Har- 
per. $2.00. A golden voice from the past. 
To a Christian congregation needing 
instruction, edification, and guidance Dr. 
Jowett was an incomparable preacher. 
Here are sermons, prayers, meditations, 
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interpretations exquisite in their insight 
and art. 


IS GOD IN THERE? An Inquiry Con- 
cerning the Church in this New Age, by 
Charles Tudor Leber. Revell, $2.50. At 
the door of a church, a child asked a 
man about to enter, ‘“‘Mister, is God in 
there?”” Well—is He? Yes! A heart- 
searching, fact-laden, thrilling book 
about the church as the rallying center 
for the bruised and half-broken of the 
earth. 


A SERIOUS CALL TO A DEVOUT 
AND HOLY LIFE, by William Law. In- 
troduction by J. V. Moldenhawer. West- 
minster. $2.00. Two books by Law, two 
books about him, are gifts of the year— 
he who so deeply influenced Wesley, and 
inspired the great revival. May it be 
that once again he will awaken the 
Christian heart, and briug the spiritual 
renewal so deeply needed and so long 
overdue! 





DR. NEWTON: He thought of people 
of many minds. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER IN THE BI- 
BLE, by H. G. Moss. With a foreword 
by the Bishop of Blackburn. Longmans, 
Green. $2.50. Here the Great Prayer, 
in which Hindu, Hebrew, and every kind 
of Christian can unite, each praying for 
all, and all for each one, is studied as 
a gem in its Bible setting; a book of 
rich insight, rare beauty, with some- 
thing healing in its pages. 


JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY, by 
James Parkes. University of Chicago 
Press. $3.50. A famous Rabbi selects 
this book, written by a priest of the 
Anglican Church, who has devoted his 
life to the study of the creeds of two 
great religions. It is a strategic book, a 
plea for real understanding by Jew and 
Christian of their dependence on each 
other’s faith. 


CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY, A 
Novel, by Alan Paton. Scribners. $3.00. 
A poignant story of two races and two 
generations in South Africa, where ra- 


ciel rancor is as tragic as it was when 
Gandhi was stopped at the door of a 
church, because of his color. The same 
spirit makes an undertone of irritation 
in every great American community. 


GUIDEPOSTS, Personal Messages of 
Inspiration and Faith, Edited by Nor- 
man Vincent Peale. Prentice-Hall. 
$1.95. Here men of many walks of life 
and varied experiences tell, each in his 
own way, how he learned, often in dire 
crisis, to use spiritual energy in daily 
life. It is a spontaneous ‘testimony 
meeting” in which outstanding Ameri- 
cans describe religion in everyday life. 


LET ME COMMEND, Realistic Evan- 
gelism, by W. E. Sangster. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury. $1.75. The Sam P. Jones lec- 
tures at Emory University, by one of 
the greatest preachers of England; a 
forthright, pungent, thrilling study of 
the motive, message and method of 
evangelism in our day; far and away 
the best book in this field for years. 


THE LIFE OF GOD IN THE SOUL 
OF MAN, by Henry Scougal. Edited, 
with Introduction, by Winthrop S. Hud- 
son. Westminster. $1.50. Written 300 
years gone by, first as a letter, its title 
is the one perfect definition of religion. 
A little classic, many times reprinted, 
simple in style, fragrant in spirit, its 
thesis that religion is ‘‘love of God, char- 
ity to man, purity, and humility.” 


ON WHOM THE SPIRIT CAME, A 
Study of the Acts of the Apostles, by 
Miles W. Smith. Judson. $2.50. A story 
and study of the White Fire of Pente- 
cost glowing in the lives of Apostles and 
Evangelists, and especially in the life of 
Paul, leading the church in its out- 
ward movement to the ends of the 
earth. The first chapter of the spirit- 
inspired history of the Christian Mis- 
sion. 


POWER FOR ACTION, An Introduc- 
tion to Christian Ethics, by William T. 
Spurrier. Scribners. $2.50. A clear, con- 
cise, searching study, dealing forth- 
rightly and frankly with problems of 
personal goodness, sex, marriage, war 
and peace, economics, labor, racial re- 
lations; a book for laymen and clergy 
alike. 


LET GOD BE GOD, by Philip Watson. 
Muhlenberg. $2.50. The Fernley-Hart- 
ley Lecture, London; a fresh and fruit- 
ful interpretation of the theology of 
Martin Luther, whose creative faith kin- 
dled the souls of Bunyan and of Wes- 
ley; a token of the rediscovery of Lu- 
ther which grows and gathers power. 


REFLECTIONS OF THE SPIRIT, Re- 
sources for Personal and Group Wor- 
ship, by Winnifred Wygal. Womens 
Press. $2.00. An invaluable manual of 
programs, readings, meditations and 
suggestions for use in private devotions 
and group worship, arranged with in- 
sight and understanding. It helps to- 
ward orderliness and progress in cul- 
tivating the inner life. 
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EDITORIAL 


You and the DPs 


Has any individual or organization in 
your church yet written to: 














Dept. of Displaced Persons, 
Church World Service, 

214 E. 21st St., 

New York 10, N. Y. 


If you have not, how about taking the 
initiative to get the essential information 
so that your congregation can sponsor 
one or more individuals or families from 
among the DPs? 

Our denomination’s committee on over- 
seas relief has turned this responsibility 
over to the Assembly’s Committee on 
Christian Relations (Box 5094, Rich- 
mond, Va.) and is urging support of 
its efforts. The committee’s current is- 
sue of The Bridge gives full information 
and a challenge to “Good Samaritan 
Congregations.” The committee wants 
to know what is being done in your com- 
munity on behalf of the DPs. 

Immigration authorities must be as- 
sured of four things about groups spon- 
soring DPs: (1) That they will have a 
job that does not displace some other 
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worker; (2) That they will be provided 
housing that is safe and sanitary, with- 
out displacing someone else; (3) That 
transportation will be provided from 
port of entry to place of employment; 
and (4) That the DP will not become 
a charge on public funds. 

This would seem to be an ideal pro- 
ject with which to challenge church 
groups. Jewish and Roman Catholics 
are on the job. We Protestants seem to 
be lagging. Perhaps you would like to 
request extra copies of The Bridge (free 
of charge) for distribution to key in- 
dividuals in your congregation. That 
would be a start. Or, go ahead and 
write the New York address given above 
and get something going. 


Applying Our Principles 


How many of us are lodged on our 
general principles? It is far easier to 
rest there than to apply those principles 
in actual situations. 

Here, for example, is a_ religious 
weekly published in the South which of- 
fered a young people’s topic for Race 
Relations Sunday. It took up various 
forms of caste. It mentioned caste 
based on race; it enunciated general 
principles; it even applied these prin- 
ciples in our relations to Mexicans, Ital- 
ians, Chinese, or “other different races,” 
but it did not mention the one “other” 
race of which white young people are 
most conscious and toward which they 
most need Christian attitudes. 

In the same way, the Negro is not 
mentioned in the Earnest Worker in the 
lesson for March 27 under the topic, 
“Jesus Among People of Other Races.” 
More than eleven pages of exposition 
and application deal with the question 
without mentioning the Negro, unless 
our eyes have betrayed us. There are 
plenty of references to Christian rela- 
tions to the Japanese on the west coast, 
to Germans, to Jews, to Chinese, even 
to British. Only in Anne Rankin’s ap- 
pended illustrations are there two or 
three stories or poems that involve Ne- 
groes. 

Interestingly enough, the Bible pas- 
sages for this lesson are from sections 
dealing with the need of right relations 
on the part of Jews to Gentiles—the race 
problem that was most explosive and 
nearest at hand, 

Is this the sort of practice the Reli- 
gious Education Re-Study had in mind 
(OUTLOOK, July 19, 1948) when it 
said, ‘‘As social and economic issues be- 
come more loaded with dynamite, is it 
our habit as Presbyterians to push these 
problems out of the church door, either 
declining to see them at all, or denying 
that they are religious vroblems?” In 
the judgment of the Re-Study Commit- 
tee, lesson writers have much to do with 
this situation. 


Fewer Presbytery Meetings 


Bane of the existence of many a pres- 
byter is the multiplicity of presbytery 
meetings. Many called meetings are 
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for the sole or primary purpose of dis- 
solving a pastoral relationship. Now 
one presbytery has developed a proce- 
dure which has eliminated the neces- 
sity of such meetings, 

tast Hanover has set four days a year 
for regular meetings—in January, April, 
July and October. Only a real emer- 
gency will require a called meeting. Min- 
isters coming into any presbytery, of 
course, can serve until the next sched- 
uled meeting without being formally re- 
ceived, thereby eliminating called meet- 
ings. But in the dissolution of pastoral 
relationships the presbytery gives its 
Commission on the Minister and His 
Work power to take that action when 
the minister requests it, unless any of 
the parties concerned object. This is 
simple and full of good sense. 


GUEST EDITORS 


The Scandal of the Gospel 


The gospel of a crucified Christ was 
a stumbling block to the pious Pharisees 
of Paul’s day. The word “stumbling- 
block” in the Greek is ‘‘skandalon,” 
from which our word “scandal” comes. 
The gospel of the Crucified is a scandal 
to complacent, self-centered, self-satis- 
fied church people today. The church 
which is more concerned to save itself 
than to save the world is not the true 
church. The greatest foe of religion is 
a false religiosity. The greatest danger 
to Christianity is the danger of losing 
Christ. When John Wesley felt the call 
to minister to the poor and oppressed 
outside the established church, he was 
denounced by good church people as a 
radical and a fanatic. He was heckled 
and hated, accused of trying to over- 
throw the government and trying to es- 
tablish the papacy; he was persecuted, 
denounced, hounded by mobs, stoned, 
and treated like a criminal and an out- 
cast. One wonders if modern Methodists 
are worthy of Wesley. One wonders if 
modern Baptists are worthy of Roger 
Williams, if modern Presbyterians are 
worthy of John Knox. These men were 
filled with the power of a great gospel. 
They believed in the eternal lordship of 
a Savior who laid down his life to save 
mankind. They preached Christ cruci- 
fied. The cross was even more central 
in their lives than in their words, And 
that is a scandal in any age.—N. C. 
CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 





Better Think It Over 
By adopting moral slogans which have 
been the neglected heritage of the 
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church, Communism has challenged the 
allegiance of great masses of people. The 
church has been too long content to 
make pious pronouncements one day in 
seven, and then to give them virtual de- 
nouncement on the other days of the 
week. By carrying into factory and 
shop and mine on weekdays the promise 
of a better life, Communism has won 
adherents in countries outside the So- 
viet Union. [In principle, it advocates 
the end of economic exploitation of la- 
bor by capital, and the end of colonial 
imperialism. 


Communism professes to uphold the 
dignity of individuals, of whatever color 
or race. These concepts are not new 
to church people who stood for them, 
but we were content to stand instead 
of progressing toward their achievement. 
While the church merely stood for them, 
Communism interpreted them in terms 
which captured the imagination of men 
whom the church had _ disregarded. 
While the church talked about the fa- 
therhood of God, Communism stressed 
the brotherhood of man.—JAMES W. 
FIFIELD, Jr., in Spiritual Mobilization. 





IS GOD 


INVITED? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Unto thee shall the vow be per- 
formed.’’—Psalm 65:1. 


HERE IS A _ solemnity about a 
Christian marriage, and not only 
sweetness. For there is one guest, 

and only one, who is really important, 
one whose approval means success. He 
is the only guest whose name is spoken 
by the minister; he is mentioned first 
of all, the attention of every one is 
called to his name and presence, yet he 
remains silent through all the music 
and the vows. He is the guest the 
usher did not greet, yet he needs no 
one to show him his place. To him no 
wedding invitation was mailed, yet he 
knew of the wedding before it was 
planned. His name does not appear on 
the place cards, yet from him the most 
costly gifts will be expected. Set the 
wedding date when you will, he will not 
be late, he will not be delayed by 
weather or by circumstances beyond his 
control. He is more than guest, he is 
ahost. Indeed he is the sponsor of the 
marriage, for it is by his name and 
authority that the two are called man 
and wife. 

This guest unseen, this host and spon- 
sor, is none less than God. One reason 
why Christian ministers should never 
marry a couple who are not both con- 
vinced Christians, is that otherwise the 
ceremony is an all-round hypocrisy. Al- 
most the first words in any Christian 
form of matrimony are ‘We are gath- 
ered together in the sight of God,” or 
words of that meaning. Whether in 
“God’s House” or by the home fireplace, 
it is in his presence that the vows are 
spoken. Vows are not made only to each 
other, they are made to him. 

Marriage, says the minister, is to be 
entered into only in the fear of God. 
It is his law and not the law of the 
State to which appeal is made for the 
right of these two to live together. The 
man and the woman promise to live to- 
gether “after God’s holy ordinance.” 
Every blessing on the marriage is be- 
sought in his name. The last words the 
minister speaks are a prayer for his 
benediction. 

T WOULD clear the moral air in our 

country if all ministers would sim- 
ply and flatly refvse to perform 
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wedding ceremonies unless convinced 
that the bride and groom were each 
Christian in life and intention. If the 
ministers would take this stand, it might 
be possible to furnish our pagan neigh- 
bors with evidence of the value of Chris- 
tian faith in home-making and happi- 
ness. The divorce statistics will con- 
tinue to be impressive until ours be- 
comes a Christian country; but if in the 
divorce columns each one that did not 
have a Christian beginning were starred, 
the newspapers would soon run out of 
asterisks. 

We could then make a distinction be- 
tween a Christian marriage and a merely 
civil contract. From the Christian point 
of view, bride and groom are not what 
the law calls them, contracting parties. 
Marriage is more than a contract en- 
forceable in the courts, though it is that. 
It is a vow, a mutual vow, made before 
the highest Court of the universe. A 
marriage voluntarily broken is not sim- 
ply the termination of a contract, it is 
the breaking of a vow, of a double vow. 
A marriage undertaken with Christian 
words, with a Christian minister presid- 
ing, yet without the Christian intention, 
is something worse than irreverence. 


HY DID YOU want a church wed- 
ding, young friend? Was it to 
give room for all the invited 

guests? Was it because everybody that 
is anybody in Mortgage Park is married 
in St. Mammon’s chapel? Was it be- 
cause a church wedding can be so beau- 
tiful and impressive? Because there is 
more glamor in a chancel than in the 


Eg tained Glass 
WINDOWS 


Exquisite stained glass windows 
designed and executed to suit the 
architecture of your church. Prices 
vary according to the size and 
intricacy of detail. 

Imported, antique glass and ex- 
pert craftsmanship assure unsur- 
passed beauty. Send for your copy 
of our brochure, ‘‘Stained Glass."* 

We can also meet all your needs 
in church furnishings, including 
engrossed Books of Remembrance. 


WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES. INC. 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 








Office of a Justice of the Peace? These 
are poor reasons. There is only one 
good reason for having a wedding in a 
church: that the presence of God may 
be more fully felt and more solemnly 
acknowledged, 


And afterwards—? The Christian 
church does not believe that you can 
stock up on prayers as you might stock 
up on groceries. [In the form of mar- 
riage service open on this desk there 
are six prayers; and in most forms of the 
service there are at least two. Will 
these six prayers be the last this cou- 
ple ever hear together? You take God’s 
name upon your lips now in the mak- 
ing of this marriage. Will the next 
time you take his name be when the 
clerk in some divorce court swear you 
in to tell the whole truth about how 
your marriage failed? 


H, DO NOT profane the name of 
God! Do not invoke his name 
unless you mean it. He is not to 

be mocked. His blessing will not come 
on hypocrites. He has his own penal- 
ties for those who use his name only 
because it is the correct thing. But if, 
in all your life together as in this sol- 
emn moment—if with all your hearts 
you truly seek him, you will find that 
what the pagan marriage lacks, your 
marriage will have—the secrets of hap- 
piness, that which all life needs if it is 
to flower and endure: the true presence 
and the blessing of God. 


NOTE—tThis is first in a series on 
Christian marriage.—Eds. 
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A first book of sermons 
by a prominent 
Presbyterian minister 
THE IMPORTANCE 
, OF BEING 
OURSELVES 


ARNOLD H. LOWE 





eHere is a pulpit voice that is distin- 
guished for its direct, straightforward 
quality, for its facing of the facts of dis- 
solute living and the integrity which dedi- 
eated Christian living demands. 


e“His dynamic faith shines out through 
every sermon. This contribution to the 
life of the Church will be appreciated 
by all who read the book.”—JESSE H. 
BAIRD. 


e@Now minister of Westminster Presby- 
terian Church, Minneapolis, Dr. Lowe was 
for many years a member of the Board of 
Christian Education of the Presbyterian 
Church, He is a member of the General 
Council of the Church, and a member of 
the Committee of Fifteen responsible for 
the study of the structure and function of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America. 


at your bookseller $2.00 
HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd Street, New York 16, N. Y. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Charlotte Expects to 
Reach $750,000 Goal 


North Carolina News Letter 
North Carolina Presbyterians. now 
concerned to see the $2,500,000 cam- 
paign for Davidson College reach its ob- 
jective, have learned that the $750,000 
sought in the Charlotte area is virtually 
assured. At an enthusiastic meeting 
early this month it was announced that 
the family and associates of W. H. Belk 
will erect a dormitory to be called W. 
H. Belk Hall. The announcement was 
made at a campaign dinner by Irwin 
Belk, a son of the prominent Charlotte 
chureh and business leader. President 
Cunningham announced that in addition 
to this gift, Mrs. Cameron Morrison had 
given $100,000, and that Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Z. Shultz had given $80,000 to the 

endowment funds of the college. 


New Governor Outlines 
“Go Forward Program” 

The State’s new governor, W. Kerr 
Scott, made a favorable impression at his 
inauguration in January. He set forth 
his plans and policies in a ‘“‘Go Forward 
Program” for North Carolina. The N. 
C. Christian Advocate spoke of it as “a 
vigorous statement of policy which even 


his worst critics must admit was strong 
and well delivered. . . He laid proper 
emphasis on the tremendous deficit in 
public services which has piled up dur- 
ing recent years, particularly with refer- 
ence to education in the elementary 
grades, road building in rural areas, and 
public health in needy counties. His 
courageous advocacy of more liberal 
labor legislation won no applause from 
the crowd present at his inauguration 
and will probably get scant attention 
from an Assembly that is willing to con- 
tinue to gag itself out of responsibility 
for debatable action or inaction; but 
he meant what he said. Governor 
Seott’s clarion call for a statewide refer- 
endum on liquor legislation did win ap- 
plause. Whether he will get results in 
this matter is perhaps the most crucial 
question he faces at the beginning of 
his administration.” 


Two Bills Offered for 
Liquor Referendum 

The eyes of leaders of dry forces are 
focused on Raleigh where two bills hav- 
ing to do with the liquor referendum 
have been introduced. The Penny mea- 
sure would let voters decide between a 
bone-dry state and the sale of liquor, 
wine and beer in every county. It would 
also provide for the legal manufacture 
of alcoholic beverages if the state should 
vote wet. The Martin bill calls for a 
referendum next November 1 on con- 
tinuing the present county option sys- 
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Reasons for Thanksgiving and Courage 


FOR THE MINISTERS’ ANNUITY FUND 


1. The Fund was set up on the right basis. 

. While Funds of many other organizations have been forced to make radical 
changes in their plans, the Ministers’ Annuity Fund is successfully 
meeting the changing financial and social conditions of today. 

The Fund has completely met every promise made by it. 

. The Fund’s assets are growing in proper proportion to its liabilities. 

. The Fund is on a perfectly sound basis now, and actuarial forecasts give 


6. Every similar pension system pays meager annuities during the early years 

This acute condition has been greatly enhanced for 

the Ministers’ Annuity Fund, due to decreasing rate of income on in- 

vested funds and a corresponding decrease in the purchasing power 

The Church is aroused, and is taking appropriate ac- 
tion to supplement annuities in needy cases. 

7. Encouraging steps to meet distressing needs are being taken: (1) Many 
churches have supplemented the annuity of their retired pastors; 
(2) by permission of the General Assembly the Executive Committee 
of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief has supplemented 
annuities of ministers who have not other sources of income from 
the funds of Ministerial Relief; 
larger ‘‘Joy Gifts’’ to meet these needs; and (4) called on the Church 
to increase the prior service fund ‘‘so that our retired ministers and 
those soon to be retired may receive more adequate provision to meet 
the increasing cost of living.” 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND 
MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Executive Secretary 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 


(3) the Assembly has requested 


A legacy in your will 
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JAMESON M. JONES 
New Centre College dean. 
(See page 12) cm eae 


tem for ABC stores or drying up liquor 
sales in the state completely. Dry forces 
are backing the Martin bill. 


Racetrack Gambling Seen 
As Pressing Current Issue 

One of the important issues before N. 
C. citizens this year, according to the 
Biblical Recorder (Baptist), is what they 
are going to do about racetrack gam- 
bling. Says the Recorder: ‘Morehead 
City in Carteret County has a dog-track 
in operation already; and now, they say, 
New Hanover County is to have horse- 
racing and the usual gambling that goes 
with it. This is a matter of serious con- 
cern to the whole state, for those who 
know say that gambling on the races 
will become statewide through profes- 
sional gambling rings.” 


Wm. Black Home at Montreat 
Seeking Money for Building 

A $75,000 fireproof structure at Mon- 
treat will replace the old North Caro- 
lina Home which was destroyed by fire 
in 1946. Presbyterians of the state are 
accepting quotas for this purpose. Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery, for example, has ac- 
cepted its $12,500 part and already au- 
thorized a campaign to raise it. The new 
boarding house will be built on the same 
site of the old structure, alongside the 
Assembly Inn. It will be called the Wil- 
liam Black Home for Christian Workers, 
in honor of the longtime evangelist of 
the synod. About $27,000 is already in 
hand and it is expected that construc- 
tion will begin when $25,000 more is 
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collected. M. O. Sommers, of Raleigh structing 29,828 students compared to wherever possible, to bring them to $3,- 
First church, is synod’s chairman of last year’s 119 teachers and 37,518 000 and a manse. 
stewardship, and has assigned quotas, in students. The Council declared, ‘It is Statesville. NEILL R. McGEACHY. 
addition to Mecklenburg’s, as follows: difficult to say’’ whether the recent U. 
Albemarle, $2,500; Concord, $7,000; S. Supreme Court decision in the Cham- 
Fayetteville, $6,000; Granville, $3,000; paign, Ill., case has caused the decrease. 
Kings Mountain $5,000; Orange, $6,- Some communities have enlarged their \< 
500; Wilmington, $4,500; Winston-Sa- programs and seven new ones are of- : 
lem, $3,000. fering instruction this year. Only four ¥ 
communities, it is said, elintinated their N 
Threatened Boycott of Whiteville programs because they questioned their 
Brings Effort to Control Sales legality. 
When church forces outside White- 
ville recently pledge themselves not to wiscellany 
trade in that town if the sale of beer Camp Hermon, Mecklenburg Presby- 
and wine was not halted, they got ac- ‘ F 
cn Wali th its h tery’s camp, is expected to be in opera- 
to a igre oe “a i " ar tion in June. The trustees of presby- 
es m ona 7 t gees oi tery have been authorized to borrow 
i : il ss 9 F ge oe $15,000 to use in its completion. . 
ns 7’ ae a ; \ appar: a Western North Carolina Methodists met 
ooo a a 7 ts od py end recently in Statesville to launch their 
—_pee on - ee Sat ay ° four-year program of the Advance for 
a p oq pgeron: a pong “7g Christ and His Church, Bishop Coston 
ee _ meng . oo oe. J. Harrell spoke to 800 ministers and 
ior Grade A means according to the sani- i x 
oe 5 : laymen in that meeting. . . . Meck- 
228 taition rating. Whether these people : 
6 . lenburg Presbytery at its recent meet- 
outside Whiteville who do their trading , ‘ 
é . ing urged all its churches not paying the 
there will be satisfied with anything less Pp a 
th cunts 4 ‘ ape minimum salary of $2,400 to their pas- 
oe a on ene tors to strive to reach this standard, and, 
N. 
es Fewer Schools Offering 
ey Instruction in Bible I" Chot en 
- Fewer N. CG. counties are now offering Pulpit Tex exquisite Easter cards—only 
*" Bible courses in their schools, according Large selection of fine materials, 35 cents for a 65-cent value! Appro- 
‘ : priate sentiments to express your 
ok to recent reports by the State Council reasonably priced. Write for ; “cdl 
ic catalogue C-12 (choir robes); J-12 most sincere Easter greetings; selected 
ay, of Churches. poss year 229 schools in (junior choir) ; P-12 (pulpit robes). oo, = — as a... — 
i 51 counties offered courses; this year rist. “Sunshine Line” beauty an 
” : COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. Rei - 
es only 187 schools in 43 counties are do- CHICAGO CHAMPAIGN, ILL. NEW YORK Pant gm: a = —_ “sun. 
i ‘ 117 N. Wacker 1000N. Market 366 Fifth Ave, ri Ss. pen riendly, cheery un- 
yn- ing so. There are 95 Bible teachers in- dhine Line” cards this Bester. Com- 
ho plete with envelopes. 
ces —_______._BQOKS FOR DAILY INSPIR ATION—— Order Assortment No. E22—35 cents 
es- tials, neta, 
| THE 
LIVING CHRIST 
| by Tru Tone 
on- i Aa 
=a ' Easter Allum 
-~ H \ The Easter story will thrill you as 
. H | never before when you hear The 
| Tay {| Living Christ. Presents the life, cruci- 
ac- i : | fixion, and resurrection of the Savior. 
all- i MAKING A GO OF LIFE, by Roy L. ABUNDANT LIVING, by E. Stanley | Forty-voice choir magnificently sings 
ew || Smith—A guide to finding peace and Jones—A book that helps every reader | the “Hallelujah Chorus.” Reverse 
ame | purpose in life through finding God. attain peace, poise, and spiritual ma- | sides are “The Lord’s Prayer” and 
‘he | Pocket size, 352 pages. $1.25 _turity. Pocket size, 384 pages. $1.25 | “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee.” 
| || THE WAY, by E. Stanley Jones— MEDITATIONS FOR WOMEN, edited | Album No. T-5 (2 Records) Price $2.89 
vil- || How to find and follow the Christian by Jean Abernethy—A year-round de- | ° f 
TS, || way, step by step, to a more abundant votional manual, by women for all | .New Children’s Album 
of || life. Pocket size, 384 pages. $1.25 women. Pocket size, 384 pages. $1.25 | Henhecskabte secesds 
| 5 } Ten lovely songs and lullabies, beau- 
in || REMEMBER NOW ...., by Walter MEDITATIONS FOR MEN, by Daniel |, tifully sung by Richard Maxwell and 
D. Cavert—A Bible passage, a prayer, Russell—A devotional manual especial- | : : “ 
uc- Sa brie? + ' Lig oe ne ieee yf pagans ag Taree di | the Larkin Sisters. Includes “Jesus 
. I A —_ ony wed every ws of the ti 95 + Re eg pew inspiring wags Loves Even Me,” “The Sweet Story of 
2, ey oe eee $ et size, pages. ‘ Old,” “Fairest Lord Jesus,” “Jesus 
—e || THINK ON THESE THINGS, by Con- MORE HILLTOP VERSES AND Loves Me,” “All the Children of the 
| || stance Garrett—32 deeply spiritual PRAYERS, by Ralph S. and Robert E. World,” “See No Evil,” “May I Be 
| meditations which will bring a closer Cushman—Devotional poetry, set in a | Quick,” “Rise Up Singing,’ “Chil- 
|| companionship with God. $1.25 frame of Scripture and prayers. $1 dren’s Prayer.” A real value and real 
| THE EVENING ALTAR, by Carl W. CHANNELS OF DEVOTION, by Gladys listening pleasure for every home. 
| Petty—Devout meditations which, C. Murrell—24 story worship services. Records are unbreakable in normal use. 
|| for beauty of thought and expression, each containing poetry, a prayer, and |) Album No. T-9 (3 Records) Only $4.24 
| rank among the classics. $1.50 suggested scripture and hymns. $1.25 Welle for fuse clveuior Ueting full lnc 
PRAYER POEMS, compiled by O. V. POEMS WITH POWER to Strengthen || of TRU TONE albums and records. 
and Helen Armstrong—Over 300 treas- the Soul, compiled by James Mudge | 
ured inspirational poems—some about —1,348 poems to kindle faith and YW, PRODUCTS OF 
|| prayer, some which are prayers. $1.75 strengthen Christian ideals. $1.95 | MUNLCL¢ SA €CIS PISTINCTION 
| 
| At your bookstore, ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 
_——————————————————————————— = Order from your religious supply dealer. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Jameson M. Jones to Be 
Dean at Centre College 

Jameson M. Jones next September will 
become academic dean of Centre Col- 
lege, succeeding the late James H. Hew- 
lett. Dr. Jones, who served on Centre’s 
faculty from 1942 to 1948, is now at 
the Polytechnic Institute, San German, 
Puerto Rico. Dr. Jones is a graduate 
of Southwestern, Louisville Seminary, 
and holds a Ph. D. from Duke. 








Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equip- 
ment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 





Wm. Kryder Leads 
Rabun Gap Services 

Rabun Gap-Nacoochee students re- 
cently were led in a week of services 
by William Kryder, student worker at 
the University of Georgia and assistant 
pastor of the First church, Athens. Of 
the 128 students in the school, 22 indi- 
eated aa interest in engaging in some 
church vocation. 


Three Men Leads 
Services at Peace 

The Christian campus mission at 
Peace College this month was led by 
John Grey, Charlottesville, Va., pastor, 
Dean J. M. Godard of Queens College, 
and E. D. Witherspoon, Wilmington, N. 
by the Peace College faculty and the Stu- 
dent Christian Association. 


Ward Is Speaker 
For Queens Series 

Queens College services in February 
during the Religious Emphasis Week 
were led by William B. Ward, of the 
First church, Spartanburg, S. C. Dr. 
Ward spoke at chapel and vespers each 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 
SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 

Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian influences.. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities. Scholarship aid. 

O. OC. Skinner, President 














decision is final. 


Dial 3-2887 








‘ 
Reasonable Cost 
Whatever you may have read about funeral costs, you will find that 


our services are reasonably priced. The total charge is based on the 
merchandise you select and in this as in all other matters the family’s 


Henry W. Woody 


FUNERAL HOME 
Cor. 25th Street and Jefferson Avenue 


Richmond, Va. 








day, Sunday through Wednesday, clogs. 
ing with a communion service. 


P. C. Will Have 
Wiley for Series 

Samuel S. Wiley, First church, Ander- 
son, §. C., will be Religious Emphasis 
speaker at Presbyterian College, Clin- 
ton, S. C., the first week in March. All 
campus organizations are correlating 
their schedules in planning for this ef- 
fort. 


Four Westminster Students 
Now in Washington Semester 

Four Westminster College students 
(Fulton, Mo.) are spending the spring 
semester in Washington, D. C., where 
they are studying with a similar group 
of students from Oberlin, Allegheny, 
Wooster, Hirdm and the American Uni- 
versity in what is known as the Wash- 
ington Semester. These students are 
studying political science, public ad- 
ministration, economics, and interna- 
tional affairs. Westminster students 
are: Overton T. Harris, Fulton, Mo.; 
Maurice Hine, Brockton, Mass.; Robert 
Lawary, III, Kansas City; and James 
Grigsby, Richmond, Mo. 


Scholarships for Two DPs 
Will Be Offered at Centre 

Full scholarships will be awarded next 
fall to two selected foreign students bv 
Centre College. These students will be 
from among the Displaced Persons. 
Scholarships will provide room, board 
and fll tuition. 


Students at PC Build 
Chapel for Negroes 

Under the leadership of the pre-min- 
isterial students at Presbyterian College 
and supported by generous friends in 
Clinton, S. C., a chapel has been built 
and services are being held in a com- 
munity near Clinton for 27 Negro fami- 
lies. A young farmer donated the land 
and has overseen the building project. 
He and an average of ten boys work- 
ing in the afternoons after classes com- 
pleted the building. One of the poten- 
tial church members was hired for car- 
penter work and his 30 wages were all 
that was paid out for labor on the puild- 
ing. Frank L. Perry, Jr., senior from 
Thunderbolt, Ga., who is president of 
the Westminster Fellowship, sponsored 
the plan, led in a survey, created inter- 
est, started holding services in homes. 
Later on he began collecting money 
($234 in one day), enlisted the help of 
professors, students and townspeople. 
Now, under the leadership of PC’s min- 
isterial students, the services at the cha- 
pel are going ahead. 





RUBBER STAMPS 


DATERS and NUMBERERS 


NATIONAL SEAL WORKS 
1219 E. Main = Richmond, Va. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Sowing and Reaping 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 6 
Mark 4:1-9; Luke 15:11-14 


Ray Rozell in his new commentary on 
the International Sunday School lessons 
points out that “‘Nobody questions that 
effect follows cause in the physical 
world. When we see two speeding 
automobiles crash because of the care- 
lessness or drunkenness of the drivers, 
we expect the automobiles to be 
damaged and people to be hurt. If a 
frisky puppy runs under the wheels of 
a speeding automobile, we take it for 
granted he will be hurt or killed. If 
a person takes a deadly poison, we ex- 
pect nothing else but his death. If an 
atomic bomb is exploded over a city, 
we expect the city to be destroyed. 

“The curious thing is that, although 
everybody realizes that physical causes 
have appropriate physical effects, yet we 
seem constantly surprised that moral 
causes have appropriate moral results.” 
We study this week two of Jesus’ para- 
bles which illustrate the principle of 
cause and effect in the moral and spirit- 
ual realm. 


I. The Parable of the Soils 


We ordinarily call it the parable of 
the sower. But a careful reading will 
make it clear that the emphasis is not 
on the sower or the seed but on the vari- 
ous types of soil. The sower is the same, 
the seed is the same, the results vary 
because the soil varies. 

Some of the seed which the farmer 
scattered from his bag fell upon the 
path which traversed the lot. The seed 
could not penetrate the trodden soil and 
was devoured by birds. Another part 
of the field was rocky, or rather a rocky 
ledge came up near the surface and 
cropped up here and there through the 
thin coat of earth. The nearness of the 
seed to the surface, its exposure to the 
sun and the rain, induced rapid growth; 
it was soon scorched and withered, how- 
ever, because its roots had never sunk 
deep in the earth. Another part of the 
seed fell upon soil which had not been 
Properly weeded. The thorns choked 
the wheat and the grain failed to ma- 
ture. There was a part of the seed, how- 
ever, which fell upon fertile soil. It 
sprang up and bore fruit, some thirty, 
some sixty, and some a hundred-fold. 

The whole point of the parable is 
that the seed has fortunes correspond- 
ing to the soils. In one case it did not 
spring up at all; in the second it sprang 
up only to wither; in the third it sprang 
up and grew but yielded nothing, owing 
to the choking effect of rival growths; 
in the fourth it came to maturity and 
to an increase varying in measure ac- 
cording to the different depths of the 
soil’s softness, depth and purity. 
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This Jesus proceeds to explain is a 
true picture of how the Kingdom, i. e., 
God’s reign, comes among men. He is 
the sower, though others after him are 
sowers also. The divine message which 
he brings to men is the seed, contain- 
ing vital energies and living forces, 
which, if assimilated by men, is capable 
of producing incomparable results. But 
the minds of men are like different 
kinds of soil, and their reception of the 
word determines the results it will pro- 
duce. 

Some are like the roadway or path 
running through the field. Their hearts 
are shut to the Gospel, and the message 
of Jesus finds no entrance. “Their 
minds have been hardened to the recep- 
tion of truth by prejudice. Or habits 
of sin have hardened their lives until 
they are incapable of fancying anything 
but the indulgences to which through 
the years they have accustomed them- 
selves. Others are hardened to spirit- 
ual truth or rendered indifferent to it 
through years of neglect.” (Snowden- 
Douglass Sunday School Lessons.) All 
the influences that work against relig- 
ious truth and steal it out of our hearts 
are the servants of Satan doing his work 
(4:15). 


Four Types of Men 


Other men offer a rocky soil for the 
gospel. They are attracted by the 
pleasant things and do not stop to count 
the cost and opposition that constitute 
the other side of the Kingdom in this 
evil world. The word takes no real root 
in their lives and as soon as opposition 
or difficulties arise they fall away. As 
Dr. Robertson says: “They stand off, 
lose interest, stop coming to church, 
drop out of sight. It is positively 
amazing the number of new church 
members who ‘‘stumble,’”’ as Mark 4:17 
has it, do not like the pastor, take 
offense at something said or done by 
somebody, object to the appeals for 
money, feel slighted. The ‘season of 
trial’ becomes a season of ‘temptation’ 
for these superficial, emotional, people 
who have to be _ kept periodically 
rounded up if kept within the fold.’’ 

The minds of other men can be com- 
pared to thorny ground. This is a type 
“sympathetic to the message and re- 
sponding readily, but divided between 
God and the world, and so becoming 
unfruitful, reaching nothing worthy in 
life or in service.” Special things 
which, Jesus said, often prevent the 
Word from bearing fruit are (1) ‘‘cares 
of the world.’’ The word “‘cares’”’ liter- 
ally means distractions. They are the 
things which divide the unity of the 


spirit, drawing it off in different ways. 
They are not necessarily wrong in them- 
selves. They are simply lesser goods 
which leave no time or energy for the 
cultivation of the Word. How many 
such distractions there are in our mod- 
ern life! (2) ‘‘Delight in riches.’’ The 
King James version speaks of it as the 
“deceitfulness of riches,’ a very sug- 
gestive translation, for money often de- 
ceives us by its enticements, represent- 
ing itself as the chief good, blinding our 
moral vision, and promising a happi- 
ness which it can never bestow. The 
desire for money, the pleasures that 
money can provide, the power that 
money confers, the moral compromises 
that money demands, these are some of 
the things that choke the Word so that 
it bears little or no fruit in men’s lives. 
(3) ‘Desire for other things.”” They 
may be good things or bad things. Many 
of the pleasures that beckon us are good 
enough in themselves. But we may 
devote ourselves so exclusively to them 
that they choke the Word. Others are 
bad. Sensual vices, for example. Noth- 
ing chokes the Word more quickly. 

There are some minds, however, 
which Jesus can compare to good 
ground. They take in the Word, keep 
it, and submit themselves to its spirit- 
ual action, and so let it bear, in smaller 
or larger measure, according to their 
native capacity or consecration, its 
proper fruit in character and service. 
Note “capacity or consecration.” Jesus 
may mean that some bear more fruit 
than others because their capacity is 
greater; they have been blessed with 
more talents. That is undoubtedly true. 
But he may mean, as I am inclined to 
think, that in many lives the seed bears 
only a fraction of what it might bear 
because the truth is only partially as- 
similated, i. e., accepted. Many of us 
are thirty per cent Christians, bearing 
about one-third of the fruit we might 
bear if we were more consecrated to 
his will. Some of us are sixty per cent 
Christians. A few, a very few, allow 
the word to bear its full fruit in their 
lives. 

The point of the parable is that the 
Kingdom comes through the sowing of 
the Truth in men’s hearts and minds. 
Much of the seed is wasted. This hap- 
pens because some men do not receive 
it, while others do receive it, but only 
in a superficial fashion. They fall away 
as soon as opposition comes, or disap- 
pointment, or some exacting command. 
Others receive it and continue to hold 
it, remain members of the church, but 
bear no real fruit, because they allow 
the Word to be choked by the distrac- 
tions of life, the desire for money, or 
the pleasures of the world. Some, how- 
ever, do receive it, and allow it to bear 
fruit, in varying proportions according 
to their capacities and their consecra- 
tion. 

The parable is not intended to be pes- 
simistic, but realistic. It reflects the 
facts of life. The Kingdom comes 
through the sowing of the Word. Much 
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of it is wasted, but some of it bears 
fruit, thirty, sixty, or even a hundred- 


fold. There is enough success assured 
to make the work abundantly worth- 
while. The parable was intended to en- 


courage the missionaries of Christianity 
in apostolic days in the face of apparent 
failure; it should encourage us. 


Our Duty 


Our duty is (1) to sow the seed, or 
changing the figure as Jesus does in 
4:21-22, to let the truth shine like light 


in the darkness. Who may sow the 
Word? Parents and teachers and 
preachers, of course, but who else? 


How about doctors and high school stu- 
dents and business men and women in 
the home and office? How may we sow 
it? By proclaiming it in the pulpit, by 
teaching it in the home and in the Sun- 
day school, by engaging in personal 
work, by helping to carry on the work 
of the local church, by contributing to 
home and foreign missions and Chris- 
tian education, by commending Christ 
and his way of life when the opportunity 
offers, by defending his truth when it 
is called into question, by allowing the 
Spirit to hear his fruit in our lives (Gal. 
5:22). How else? 

What is the most effective way of 
sowing the Word today? Should we be 
disappointed because so many do not re- 
spond, or do not allow the truth to bear 
its full fruit in their lives? If the 
gospel were perfectly presented would 
all men believe it? Should we expect 
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to see the immediate fruit of sowing? 

“For all the many failures,’ says J. 
Weiss, ‘“‘the preacher of the Word [or 
the teacher] does experience the same 
joy as the husbandman. He does always 
find among his hearers some who not 
only hear and receive the Word, but 
also bear fruit, in different degrees of 
course and in varying abundance, but 
still they do bear fruit. The preacher 
must think of them and for the sake of 
success put up with inevitable disap- 
pointments in other cases.”’ 

Our duty is (2) to receive the seed. 
“If any man has ears to hear, let him 
hear,” said Jesus (4:23) and then 
added, “Take heed what ye hear,’’ or 
as Luke has it ‘chow you hear” (8:18). 
We hear a great deal through the news- 
papers, over the radios, in daily con- 
versation, do we also find time also for 
the Word of God. Can we expect it to 
bear fruit in our lives, to experience 
spiritual peace or power, if the word 
that is received is choked by the weeds 
which are sown? How do we hear in 
church and Sunday School? Do we 
really give the Word a lodging place in 
our hearts? How do we read the Bible? 
Do we give the Word a chance to sink 
in? What are the things which harden 
our hearts, and the hearts of other men 
to the gospel? Why is it that some men 
so readily receive the Word and then so 
quickly fallaway? What are the thorns 
that choke the Word in our lives and 
in the lives of other men? What is the 
influence of the moving pictures, the 
radio, the popular literature of our day, 
the amusements of our group? Why 
should wealth choke the Word? Why 
is it that the Word bears such different 
fruit in different lives? 


Il. The Parable of the Lost Son 


Of all the parables which Jesus 
taught none is more dear to the heart 
of the Christian than that of the Prodi- 
gal Son. 

We are asked this week to consider 
only a portion of the parable—the 
plight of the younger son, who took his 
journey into a far country and there 
wasted his substance in riotous living. 
Here is another illustration of the law 
of cause and effect. ‘‘Any young man 
who squanders his property will come 


to want. Any young man who engages 
in loose living will come to moral 
tragedy.” 


Since this is our quarterly Temper- 
ance Sunday this truth should be ap- 
plied to the alcohol problem. 

Scientific investigations have made it 
clear that alcohol is not a stimulant but 
a depressant, a sedative and a mild 
anaesthetic. Because it is absorbed di- 
rectly through the walls of the stomach, 
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it quickly reaches every tissue of the 
body. Its effect on the central nervous 
system is almost immediate. Physical 
reactions are slowed down, so that men 
under the influence of alcohol cannot 
drive cars safely, and cannot work in 
industrial plants without greatly in- 
creased liability to accident, or without 
making imperfect products. The use of 
beverage alcohol also affects judgment, 
discrimination, will power. One is less 
able to stand against the temptation to 
sin. One’s moral convictions are under- 
mined. 

“In our country today there are about 
65 million users of alcoholic beverages. 
Most of these are controlled drinkers 
who will never get into serious difficulty 
from their drinking. But many will 
overstep the bounds of moderation and 
from time to time find themselves in 
conflict with friends, families and em- 
ployers.”’ 

Investigation reveals that about five 
per cent of those who drink will become 
addicts. “Science has not been able to 
detect any type which is likely to be- 
come alcoholic, nor any type which is 
immune. Any person who drinks may 
become an alcoholic.”’ 

Today there are in the United States 
3,750,000 confirmed alcoholics—men 
and women. What is to be done? “Law 
enforcement agencies have failed to 
solve the alcoholic’s problem. Imprison- 
ment merely increases his frustration 
and drives him to more drink. Doctors 
have generally regarded him as a nui- 
sance. Most hospitals refuse to allow 
him a bed. The sociologist claims to 
understand the causes of drinking but 
has nothing to offer by way of a cure. 
The psychoanalyst can achieve a few 
cures but he requires three to five years 
of treatment at a _ prohibitive cost. 
Medicine has nothing to offer save oc- 
casional substitute sedatives during his 
high tension periods.”’ 

The one agency that is really helping 
the alcoholic today is Alcoholics Anony- 
mous. This movement, claiming now 
more than 65,000 members has demon- 
strated that the problem of alcoholism 
is ultimately a spiritual problem. “The 
alcoholic must first admit that he has 
failed, then he must turn to a power 
greater than himself.’”’ The cure begins 
when the alcoholic ‘‘comes to himself” 
and says, “I will arise and go to my 
Father.” 

“Do not be deceived,’”’ Paul warns us, 
“God is not mocked, for whatever 4 
man sows, that he will also reap.” But 
we may sow good seed as well as bad, 
and good seed even after the bad has 
borne its evil fruit. ‘‘For he who sows 
to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 
corruption; but he who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 
life.” (Gal. 6:7-8.) 

(N. B. Quotations regarding the prob- 
lem of the alcoholic have been taken 
from an article appearing in The Chris- 
tian Century for September 29 by T. N. 
Tiemeyer). 

(Scripture quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version.) 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


RETURNED 

S. Hugh Bradley, Decatur, Ga., has 
returned home after spending several 
months visiting the mission fields, in 
the Orient for the executive committee 
of foreign missions. 








DEATH 

Jos. K. Hall, 84, died at Belmont, N. 
C., Jan. 2. Dr. Hall’s last service was 
with the Goshen church of North Bel- 
mont, retiring in 1940. 


LECTURER 

D. Elton Trueblood, Earlham College, 
is listed as one of the lecturers at Louis- 
ville Seminary’s pastors’ conference next 
August 1-5. James S, Stewart of Scot- 
land has been previously listed. 


CHANGES: 

John J. Hayes, regional director of 
religious education for Arkansas and 
Missouri, is now minister of education 
for the First church, Huntington, W. 
Va. His address: 1015 Fifth Ave. 

Marshall J. Pilkenton, Bedford, Va., 
has accepted a call to the Montgomery, 
W. Va., church effective April 1. 

Rush C. Linder from Port Neches, 
Texas, to the LaPorte, Texas church 
(Presbyterian, USA). 

Wm. F. Junkin, Jr., formerly in 
China, is now serving the Thompson 
Valley group of churches near Tazewell, 
Va. Address: Thompson Valley, Va. 

W. P. Shows, who has been serving 
the Carrolton, Ky., church, is to be pas- 
tor at New Iberia, La. 

Jos. A. Palachek, Nashville, Ark., is 
to be pastor of the Toca and Algiers, La., 
churches. 

J. W. Bryson, Kirkwood church, At- 
lanta, Ga., has accepted a call to the 
Central church, Pine Bluff, Ark., effec- 
tive March 1. 

L. K. Foster, formerly at Uniontown, 
Ala., has become pastor of the Wylam 
church, Birmingham, Ala. 

John R. Williams, Hendersonville, 
N. C., has accepted a call to the West- 
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minister church, 2338 Harrison Ave., the Benton Heights church, Monroe, N, | 
Ft. Worth 4, Texas. C. 
W. George Pagan from Redwater, 
Texas, to Wake Village, Texarkana, 
Texas. 
Cc. C. Hamilton, formerly of Concord, 
N. C., has been installed as pastor of 


John Reid Love (ARP) from Char- 
lotte, N. C., to York, S. C. 

Richard L. Kell, formerly in Centre- 
ville, Ala., has been installed as pastor 
of the Monroeville, Ala., church. 
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